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CORRESPONDENCE OF PRESIDENT TYLER. 

From James Iredell.* 

Raleigh, Dec. 10, 1841. 
My Dear Sir: 

I tender you my thanks for the copy of your mes- 
sage of the 7"" inst., which you have been kind enough to send 
to me. 

In style, in make, and manner it meets my entire approbation. 
Perhaps I should except the part relating to the Fiscal agency, 
but of that I cannot yet judge definitely, and my first impression 
is in its favor. The spirit of patriotism, of high and honourable 
feeling, of firmness combined with moderation which pervades 
the message, and the consequent absence of all miserable appeals 
to mere party considerations, must commend it at once to your 
fellow-citizens and to foreigners. It is the message of the chief 
magistrate of a great nation, not of the head or leader of a 
faction. The brevity and perspicuity with which you have 
treated the different subjects, to which you have adverted, 
contrast, in my opinion, most favorably with the disputations, 
long, labored, tedious and often obscure. Which have character- 
ized too many of the communications to Congress from your 
predecessors. I have the honor to be, with great respect and 
esteem, 

Your obdt. serv*, Ja. Iredell. 

His Excellency President Tyler. 

* James Iredell, Governor of North Carolina in 1827, and United 
States Senator from North Carolina { 1828-1831 ) . Born, Edenton, N. C, 
November 2, 1788; died, April 13, 1853. Son of James Iredell, Judge 
United States Supreme Court, 1790. 
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To John Nelson, f 

Washington, June 38, 1843. 
Sir: 

In looking around me for a suitable person to fill the office of 
Attorney-General in place of the lamented Mr. Legare, I have 
brought my mind to believe that I oould not make a more 
judicious selection, having exclusive regard to the advancement 
of the public interests, than of your self. Apart from your well 
understood legal attainments, so necessary in this important 
office, your familiarity with the forms and substance of diplo- 
matic intercourse renders your accession to the Cabinet not only 
of deep interest to myself, but to the country. 

I therefore tender you the office of Attorney-General of the 
United States, with the expression of the hope that no slight 
circumstance will induce you to decline it. 

I pray you accept assurances of my high respect, confidence 
and esteem. John Tyler. 

Hon. John Nelson. 



To Waddy Thompson.* 

{Unofficial and Confidential.) 

Washington, August 28, 1843. 
Deae Sir: 

We feel here the greatest desire to know the precise basis on 
which the existing negociation between Mexico and Texas is 
conducted. We have intelligence derived unofficially, but yet 
from a reliable source, that G. Britain is the chief mediator, and 
that her mediation is founded upon proposed stipulations in the 

■j- Born Fredericktown, Md., June 1, 1791; died, in Baltimore, Md., 
January 8, 1860; was graduated at William and Mary in 1811, where 
he was a fellow-student of the President; member of Congress, 1821-'23; 
United States Minister to Naples in 1831-'32, and in 1843-'45 was Attor- 
ney-General of the United States. 

* Waddy Thompson was of Virginia descent ; born in Pickensville, 
S. C, September 8, 1798 ; died, in Tallahassee, Fla., November 23, 1868. 
Elected Brigadier-General of Militia in 1835; member of Congress, 
1835-1841; appointed, in 1841, Minister to Mexico; author of ifeooHec- 
tions of Mexico. 
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highest degree detrimental to the II. States. The basis upon 
which she prefers the negociation to proceed is the instant and 
total abolition of slavery, and failing in that she proposes to 
guarantee the sovereignty of Texas and her separate independ- 
ence. If either the one or the other be urged, it is of essential 
importance that Texas should not yield it. If the first, and the 
Texan ambassador should be disposed to yield it in any form, it 
wovild become us to use our best efforts to prevent it, even if we 
were driven to counter propositions of the most favorable char- 
acter to Texas. If the last, then it should be urged on the Texas 
envoy that it is equivalent to making Texas a dependency of 
England. I give you but a faint outline of my apprehension 
and fears, which you will know so well how to appreciate. I 
need not speak of the great necessity for vigilance. The in- 
formation which is given me may be intended to awaken a new 
course of action on the part of this government, but I repeat 
that it comes from a highly respectable source. It is proper to 
say, most confidentially, that it comes from the Texan minister 
in London. Lord Aberdeen avowed to the latter the great in- 
terest which England took in the abolition of slavery in Texas, 
and distinctly makes that the basis of interference. And yet 
this may be designed simply to make this government take 
strong and decided grounds. Do, my dear sir, communicate all 
you gather, and keep us duly advised. 

It will by no means answer for you to leave your post pending 
that negociation. Your proposed visit to the United States in 
October or November must be made to depend upon that. I am 
sure you will see the importance of this suggestion. You have 
a most important part to play, and I do not doubt that you will 
play it well. 

I hope the appointment of young Mr. Green as your Secretary 
will prove agreeable to you. He is an intelligent young man, 
and an agreeable companion. His departure has been delayed 
by circumstances which I could not control. 

With my best wishes for your health and happiness, 

John Tyler. 
Gen' Thompson. 



